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The BRICK Ministries  

  Quarterly Newsletter     
Volume 31, 2021 

From the Director—  

I suddenly felt teary driving into Ashland.  August was wrapping up.  Leaves 

were on the ground.  Fall was in the air.  For many people, autumn brings 

feelings of melancholy.  We think of fall as a time when flowers fade and nights 

become cooler. 

But fall also brings the harvest – a time of bounty and celebration!  Yes, we 

might need a jacket and warm socks, yet we spend an afternoon at the orchard 

picking apples or visiting the corn maze.  Hay rides and bonfires round out 

those activities we enjoy in autumn. 

The BRICK is fortunate to have so many gardeners and farmers who support 

our work.  Locally grown fresh and nutritious produce are a point of pride for 

our Food Shelf Program; and local donors make that happen!  You can read 

about one of our harvest supporters on page 6. 

The harvest is a concrete way to see what we’ve accomplished.  That self-

reflection often carries over into other activities.  How do we measure up to 

expectations?  Have we gone on the vacation we planned; did we hike as many 

trails as we hoped? 

We measure so many things at The BRICK:  volunteer hours served, dollars 

used to help pay rent, pounds of food distributed, number of pantry shoppers 

served. . . .  But there’s more to what we do than just objective data. 

The BRICK is all about caring for our community and for our consumers.  

Building relationships based on love and respect is at the core of our work.  

How can you measure these qualities?  We 

may not be able to record them on a 

spreadsheet, but they can be witnessed – in 

a smile or friendly exchange in our parking 

lot.  That’s the ultimate measure we use 

here at The BRICK! 

Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director 
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The South Shore Food Shelf primarily serves consumers from the 

communities of Port Wing, Herbster, Cornucopia, and the surrounding 

area, yet is open to all in the brick’s service area of Ashland and Bayfield 

Counties. Volunteers come from the same area. The pantry is open the 

first and third Thursdays of the month from 10 am until 3 pm. Before 

Covid, participants came to the South Shore Food Shelf, located in the 

basement of the Town of Bell Community Center, and shopped there. 

Since Covid, volunteers have packed boxes and used an antique elevator 

to take them up to the first floor, where they are loaded into consumers’ 

cars. We have plenty of food, so if anyone 

has not used our services, but would like to, 

all you have to do is show up during the open 

hours.  Income guidelines are available on site and many people qualify! 

As one of The BRICK Ministries’ four pantries, we get deliveries of food from 

the home site. We are also very grateful for donations from local people of 

many items, including a regular supply of eggs, as well as toilet paper and 

paper towels from Immanuel Lutheran Church of Cornucopia. These individual 

donations add to the variety that we can offer to program participants. Last but 

not least, we are so thankful for our loyal volunteers, many of whom have 

worked for the South Shore Food Shelf for many years.  People helping people 

is what we are all about. 

South Shore Food Shelf : Cornucopia, WI 

Kathy Broadwell and Laurie Gucinski 

Outlet Site Co-Managers 

Laurie at the entrance to 
Town of Bell Community 

Center in Cornucopia and the 
South Shore Food Shelf. 

Kathy showing the 

entrance to the Town 

of Bell’s attractive, 

antique, slow elevator.  

WELCOME BACK 

CORIANDER! 

Hi there! My name 
is Coriander Dehlin.  
I’m originally from 
Viroqua, WI, and I 
am currently a 

senior at Northland College. I’m double-majoring in Sociology 
& Social Justice and English. Earlier in my career at 
Northland I had the privilege of completing an internship with 
The BRICK, and I am overjoyed to be welcomed back to 
spend my Fall Semester interning once again with this 
incredible organization. I chose to come back because I am 
passionate about the work that The BRICK is committed to: 
helping those in need. I’m also eager to learn more about how 
nonprofits work and to create stronger connections with the 
Ashland community before I graduate. I look forward to 
learning and growing with The BRICK team this semester!  
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From the Board Room 

by RHONDA SUNDBERG 

JACK O’BRIEN MEMORIAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
BENEFITS THE BRICK MINISTRIES 

 

On Saturday, July 31, 2021 the 12th Annual Jack O’Brien 
Memorial Golf Tournament was held at Chequamegon Bay 
Golf Club in Ashland. Proceeds benefited The BRICK Ministries 
and Faith In Action, a program of the Ashland County Aging 
Unit.  Jack had a generous heart for the work of The BRICK and 
Faith in Action and this day has grown over the years to raise 
significant funds to help both organizations.  This year the 
tournament raised $4,970 each for both The BRICK and Faith 
In Action-Ashland County! 

This enjoyable sunny day of golf was generously sponsored 
and promoted by local businesses.  Donations to the raffle 
prizes were made by O’Brien family members, community 
members, and businesses.   
The staff at Chequamegon 
Bay Golf Club helped organize 
and direct a wonderful event 
which consisted of 62 two-
person scramble teams.  
Volunteers from The BRICK 
Ministries and Faith In Action 
helped to make this event 
hugely successful. 

We look forward to another 
fantastic day of fun, fellowship 
and good golf next year on July 
30, 2022. Mark your calendars! 

Pat Miller, tournament founder, 

presents event proceeds to Mel Harvey, 

Executive Director - Ashland County 

Aging Unit (left) and Liz Seefeldt, 

Executive Director -The BRICK 

Ministries (right).  
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09/09/21: Virtual Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.  

09/14/21: In-person Volunteer In-Service: Civil Rights Training – Mellen, 2:00 p.m. – 

3:00 p.m. 

09/15/21: In-person Volunteer In-Service: Civil Rights Training – Cornucopia, 2:30 

p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

09/22/21: In-person Volunteer In-Service: Civil Rights Training – Cable, 2:00 p.m. – 

3:00 p.m. 

09/24/21: In-person Volunteer In-Service: Civil Rights Training – Ashland, 9:00 a.m. 

– 10:00 a.m. 

09/29/21: Virtual Volunteer In-Service: Civil Rights Training – 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

10/14/21: Virtual Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.  

10/22/21: Virtual Volunteer In-Service: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  

11/11/21: Virtual Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

11/19/21: Virtual Volunteer In-Service: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

12/16/21: Second Harvest Northern Lakes agency tour:  12:00 p.m. 

As our thoughts turn to fall, The BRICK has been looking forward 

to the coming harvest, and lately we’ve been blessed with an 

abundance of cucumbers and massive zucchini some 

gardeners seem to grow ‘accidentally.’ Fresh fruits and veggies 

are a poplar request and we are continuing to seek out further 

growers that may have additional produce to offer our 

participants. Please stop by The BRICK with produce donations 

of any size, or give us a call for pick-up assistance anytime. 

I have had the pleasure of recently 

spending some quality time at The BRICK’s 

South Shore (Cornucopia) and Cable 

pantry outlets. It’s been 

great getting to know 

their volunteers, 

facilitate some updates, 

and get a feel for the pantry-day flow. I’ve 

been able to better support the dedicated 

Outlet Site Managers, and perhaps give them 

a well-deserved break. They all do such a 

great job.  

Amaris Shrider 

Food Shelf Manager 
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 Raised in northern Minnesota, Judith 

Benedict has easily made herself at home in 

the Northwoods of Wisconsin. Judith has 

lived in Cable for 50 years and lives in her 

current home of 46 years with her son and 

grand-pup. After retiring a few years ago, Judith has become involved in the 

Cable area through a variety of volunteer opportunities, including helping out 

at the Cable Area Food Shelf. 

 Judith was introduced to the pantry about four years ago by Teri 

Hanson, a fellow member of the Cable United Church of Christ and the Outlet 

Site Manager of our Cable location. Currently, Judith helps with a variety of 

tasks around the pantry, including collecting food donations from local 

businesses and congregations on a rotating basis with another long-time 

volunteer, Mary D’Andrea. Judith is known for promoting new ideas to 

encourage greater efficiency and quality control within the pantry, and she 

most values the close connections she has been able to build through the 

years.  

 In addition to helping out around the pantry, Judith volunteers with her 

congregation, sits on the Board of Directors for Cable Area Resources in 

Emergencies (CARE), and occasionally assists in hospice care. She enjoys 

getting outside to enjoy walks with her grand-dog, swimming in the lake, and 

gardening. We are so grateful for her contributions to the community and to 

our mission! 

Judith Benedict 

Cheyanne Reeves, Office Manager 
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 Thank you—Ashland Elks Lodge 137! 

The Ashland Elks Lodge #137 has made an incredible 

effort in the last few years to prioritize its support of 

The BRICK and we couldn’t be more grateful!  This 

spring the local Lodge passed on grant funds for our 

Benevolence Program.  That gift made it possible for us 

to help 44 households catch up on overdue bills for 

rent and utilities.  That’s 44 families directly impacted 

by this fantastic partnership! 

Now that it’s harvest time, we’re 

also seeing the Elks’ efforts in our 

Food Shelf Program.  For the 

second year in a row, an Elks 

grant has supported Heather 

Kinnunen, one of their local 

members, in her garden for The 

BRICK.  Heather plans in the 

winter, starts plants from seed, 

nurtures her garden all summer 

long, and passes on the bounty 

for our pantry shoppers.  Every 

gardener knows you need to start 

with more seedlings than you need to ensure a good 

crop.  Heather doesn’t waste those extra starts.  

Instead, she passes on to our consumers after planting 

is done.   

All that effort resulted in pantry shoppers receiving 

about 200 plants for their home gardens and over 160 

pounds of fresh garden 

produce so far this year. 

Thank you, Ashland Elks 

Lodge #137, for helping us 

provide fresh, nutritious, 

and local produce for food-

insecure members of our 

community! 
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 Greetings, everyone! Who else has been embracing this 

harvest season with wide open arms? Despite the drought, we’ve 

been seeing LOTS of garden-fresh beans, cucumbers, and 

zucchini come through the pantry. What a joy it is to share in this 

season of abundance with our community. As the fall nears, we’ll 

be planning a couple harvest sessions with local area orchards. 

Folks who are interested in helping out with harvesting events are 

encouraged to reach out to me about upcoming opportunities! 

 A big thank you to each and every volunteer that contributes 

their hard work and energy to help us stay afloat day to day. So 

far in 2021, 119 volunteers have contributed a total of 3,140 

volunteer hours across each of our locations. This translates to a 

monthly average of 448 volunteer hours—incredible! We truly 

couldn’t do this work without you! We do have plenty of current 

volunteer opportunities available. If you or someone you know is 

interested in learning more about our volunteer program, please 

contact me at: (715) 682-7425 |  

officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net. 

From the Office 

Cheyanne Reeves 

mailto:officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net
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Eric Lindell 
Benevolence Manager 

My name is Eric Lindell and I just started in August as the new 

Benevolence Manager here at The BRICK! I grew up in Hermantown, MN 

and graduated in 2007 from UW-Superior with a background in public 

policy making. I worked in Washington, D.C. for several years and have 

done retail for the past decade. My wife Kristi and I have lived in 

Ashland since 2017, and just this spring she graduated from Northland 

College. Since moving to Ashland and having worked the overnight shift 

at Kwik Trip, I have become acutely aware of the many needs facing 

our community and The BRICK’s consumers. My wife and I have been in 

similar circumstances, and I know how difficult it 

can be to ask for assistance. I hope to assist 

people to find the right path for them, help 

them connect with whatever resources they 

need, and provide a program that is 

comforting and supportive. I also hope to 

better educate the public on what The BRICK 

provides for assistance and what other 

resources exist that they may not know about in 

our surrounding community.  

When I am not working you can find me either 

lounging around with our two cats or out 

running, as I am an avid runner. 

If you know someone getting behind on their 

bills, please refer them to The BRICK so we can 

help them get the assistance they need. 

Food Shelf Locations and Hours 
Ashland, 420 Ellis Ave., Mondays-Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.;  
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

 
Cable Area Food Shelf, 13380 Spruce St., 4th Thursday Jan.-Oct.,  
3rdThursdays, Nov.-Dec., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 
South Shore Food Shelf, Cornucopia, Bell Community Ctr.,  22615 Co. Hwy. 
C,1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.    

 
Helping Hands Food Shelf, Mellen, Mellen City Hall, 102 Bennett St., 
3rd Thursday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



9  

 

Donation for The BRICK Ministries, Inc. 

The BRICK welcomes your support in fulfilling its vision “To provide services and build relationships to 

change people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.” The BRICK Ministries, Inc. is 501(c)(3) tax exempt 

status as determined by the IRS. 100% of your donation is tax  deductible. 

Enclosed is my gift of (circle one): 

           $30          $50          $100          $500      Other $______ 

Designate my gift to (circle one): 

           Make a Difference Fund          Food Shelf           General 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City________________________ State______ Zip____________ 

Make checks payable to: 

The BRICK Ministries 

420 Elis Ave.  

Ashland, WI 54806 

 
Ashland Seventh-day Adventist Church 
622 10th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-5877 
Cable Congregational United Church of 
Christ 
13445 County Hwy. M ― Cable WI 54821 
(715) 798-3066 
Chequamegon Community Church of  
Assemblies of God 
1451 County Hwy. C ― Washburn, WI 54891 
(715) 373-2939 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
117 West St. ― Mellen, WI 54546-0019 
(715) 274-2203 
First Assembly of God 
315 10th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 274-2203 
First Lutheran Church 
83105 Washington Ave. ― Port Wing WI 
54865 
(715) 774-3576 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
311 13th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-4510 
Grace Bible Fellowship 
73605 State Hwy. 13 ― Washburn WI 54891 
(715) 373-1175 
Grand View United Methodist Church 
22180 US Hwy. 63 ― Grand View WI 54839 
(715) 763-3340 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
22555 Elm St.― Cornucopia WI 54827 
(715) 742-3440 
 

 
Messiah Lutheran Church 
231 5th St. W― Washburn WI 54891 
(715) 373-5378 
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 
106 North 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-7620 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
c/o 106 North 2nd Ave. E — Ashland WI 
54806 (Odanah, WI 54861) 
(715) 682-7620 
Salem Baptist Church 
118 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-3934 
Sanborn United Methodist Church 
42745 County Hwy. E ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 278-3955 
Saron Lutheran Church 
517 9th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-2376 
United Presbyterian and First Congrega-
tional Church 
214 Vaughn Ave. ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-3093 
Washburn United Methodist Church 
326 Washington Ave. ― Washburn WI 54891 
PO Box 27 
(715) 373-2696 
Zion Lutheran Church 
1111 11th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-6075 
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@TheBRICKMinistries 

THE BRICK MINISTRIES,  INC. 

420 ELLIS AVENUE 

ASHLAND, WI 54806 
Phone 715-682-7425 

Fax 715-682-7427 

 

www.thebrickministries.com 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Mission:  The BRICK lives Christ’s message to compassionately love and respect those in need. 

Our Vision:  To provide services and build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives 
through Christ. 

Board of Directors 

Julie M. Stipetich, President, St. Peter Catholic Church, Dauby  

James L. Miller, Vice President, United Presbyterian & First Congregational Church, Ashland 

Rhonda H. Sundberg, Secretary, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland 

Lorri Mattes, Treasurer, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland 

Jeffery R. Muse, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland 

 

 

 

 

Staff 

Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director 
director.thebrick@centurytel.net 
 
Amaris Shrider, Food Shelf Manager 
foodshelfmanager.thebrick@centurytel.net 

 

Eric Lindell, Benevolence Manager 
benevolence.thebrick@centurytel.net 
 
Cheyanne Reeves, Office Manager 
officemanger.thebrick@centurytel.net 


